CHANSON DE MATIN
Edward Elgar (1857-1934)

Chanson de Matin (1901) is one of Elgar’s most famous orchestral works. This edition of the score has been specially prepared for use by the Elgar Society in time for 2007, to commemorate the 150th anniversary of Elgar’s birth. Because all of Elgar’s music is now available in the public domain, this edition is free of charge to all users.

Commentary

This edition comprises an exact transcription of the original score and a large set of separate orchestral parts derived from the score, which is available in both A3 and A4 document formats. Some of the parts (e.g. horns, violas) exist in many transposed forms for alternative instruments, in order to maximize the chances of adequate performance. In these transposed versions of parts, it will be apparent that certain pitches may need to be played an octave higher, but this should not detract from overall adequate performance. 

The Score Staves represent the orchestral parts exactly as the composer wrote them; however, some additions have been made in this version. Score Staves 2, 4 and 7 have been provided for the use of extra woodwind players. Score Staves 14, 16 and 18 have been provided for the use of strings players who desire an easier/simplified part: it should be noted these parts are intended to augment, and not replace, the original strings parts.

Score Stave 20, which does not appear on the actual score, represents a composite of the strings parts (excepting the melodically important Violin 1 part) realized for piano. The importance of these strings “texture” parts must not be underestimated, and the piano (or keyboard) is a very useful tool should there be an insufficient number of strings players.

Score Stave 21, added at the foot of the original score, represents a Piano Conductor realization of the score with appropriate instrumental cues.

Suggested bowing has been added to the string parts: markings have been provided only where there is deviation from the usual alternation of up- and down-bow, and also at each rehearsal letter.

Score Stave 1 – Flute (1) part

This would be the 1st Flute part if the optional 2nd part is used. The part should not be doubled throughout, however, a “bumper” part is also provided, so that another flautist may double certain melodic phrases (those marked “play”) but not others (those marked “tacet”). 

Score Stave 2 – Flute 2 part (optional)

Provided by the editor, for the use of an extra flautist.

Score Stave 3 – Oboe (1) part

This would be the 1st Oboe part if the optional 2nd part is used. The part may alternatively be played by Flute or Clarinet, but should not be doubled at any time! 

Score Stave 4 – Oboe 2 part (optional)

Provided by the editor, for the use of an extra oboist.

Score Stave 5 – Clarinet 1 part

Provided for instruments in both A (as in the original) and Bb.

Score Stave 6 – Clarinet 2 part
Provided for instruments in both A (as in the original) and Bb.

Score Stave 7 – Clarinet 3 part (optional)

Provided by the editor, for the use of an extra clarinettist. This has been provided for instruments in both A and Bb.

Score Stave 8 – Bassoon part

This part may alternatively be played by Bass Clarinet in Bb, Tenor Sax in Bb or Baritone Sax in Eb.

Score Stave 9 – Horn 1 part

Provided for instruments in both F (as in the original) and Eb, and may alternatively be played by Alto Sax in Eb, Clarinet in Bb, Trumpet in Bb, Tenor Sax in Bb, Bassoon, Trombone, or Baritone/Euphonium.

Score Stave 10 – Horn 2 part

Provided for instruments in both F (as in the original) and Eb, and may alternatively be played by Alto Sax in Eb, Clarinet in Bb, Trumpet in Bb, Tenor Sax in Bb, Bassoon, Trombone, or Baritone/Euphonium.

Score Stave 11 – Harp or Piano (ad lib.) part

Score Stave 12 – Violin 1 part

Score Stave 13 – Violin 2 part

Score Stave 14 – Violin 3 part (optional) 
Provided for the use of violin players who desire an easier/simplified part.

Score Stave 15 – Viola (1) part

Provided in alto, treble, tenor and bass clefs, so that the part may alternatively be played by Violin, Violoncello, and/or Piano. In addition, the divided viola parts are provided separately, for each of the four clefs. The part therefore exists in twelve versions!

Score Stave 16 – Viola (2) part (optional) 

Provided for the use of viola players who desire an easier/simplified part.

Score Stave 17 – Violoncello (1) part

Score Stave 18 – Violoncello (2) part (optional) 
Provided for the use of cello players who desire an easier/simplified part.

Score Stave 19 – Double Bass part

This part may alternatively be played by Bass Clarinet in Bb, Bassoon, Tuba, Violoncello or Piano (left hand). Some important low viola notes have been cued in.

Score Stave 20 – a composite of the string parts (apart from Violin 1) realized for piano.

Score Stave 21 – a Piano Conductor realization of the score with appropriate instrumental cues.

